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Part One: ARUPtocracy

In April 2010, Peter Head of ARUP came to MIT to give a lecture in which he
showed this equation:

(CO, —80%) + 1.44 GHA/capita + HDI increase = 2050: The Ecological Age

Head knows what he is talking about. He has had more than 40 years of experience
in civil and structural engineering and planning, and has been involved in many
leading projects in Asia, Europe, North America and the Middle East. The lecture
in which this equation appears is now online and translated into Arabic, Chinese,
Korean and Spanish.’

I am not sure | understand everything about this equation. After all | am not
a scientist. But | do understand the equals sign, and it is at this point that | will aim
my opening discussion. The equals sign intends to prove that the equation not only
will work out, but that it has already been worked out. If science can accomplish
anything, it has to be founded on the sanctity of the equals sign, and ARUP, one
of the world's greatest engineering firms, has (so one can presume) now placed
the weight of its considerable reputation on this mathematical symbol. 1.44 GHA
cannot be 1.43 GHA. 80% is not 79%. 2050 cannot be January 1, 2051. My point
is thus a simple one. This is a faux-equation built around a principle of elegance, as
good equations, so some scientists argue, are meant to be. Thus the question is:
Why in an age when science is often held in suspicion and when the science of
global warming is so radically politicized, does ARUP play games with science? Why
does ARUP produce an equation that discredits science even further?
































